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NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL
www.newportwight.org.uk
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NEWPORT & CARISBROOKE COMMUNITY COUNCIL ASSETS AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY, 21st JANUARY 2025, AT 64 HIGH STREET, COMMENCED AT 6.30pm

	Councillors Present: 
Deputy Clerk:

Also Present:
	Cllrs Deborah Matthews (Chair), Terry Martin (Vice Chair), Joanne Ballington, Julie Jones-Evans, Vix Lowthion, Matthew Price
Lucinda Bradley
Josh Tombleson – Clerk 


	660.
	APOLOGIES
Apologies received from Cllr Smith.


	661.
	DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST

Cllr Ballington declared a non-pecuniary interest as a trustee of Pan Together.
Cllr Jones-Evans declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Isle of Wight Council (IWC) and Vice Chair of Newport Business Association.

Cllr Martin declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Gunville Community Association.
Cllr Price declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of Isle of Wight Council (IWC).

There were no written requests for dispensation.


	662.
	MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

The minutes of the previous meeting on 19th November 2024 were presented.

RESOLVED:

THAT, the minutes were agreed as accurate.


	663.
	STRATEGIC PLAN
The results of the Resident’s survey were discussed.  Some issues raised are the responsibility of other organisations such as Hampshire & Isle of Wight Constabulary or IWC so effectively all members would be able to do is lobby, communicate with those organisations and make sure services are taking place.  Cllr Jones-Evans said the overall priority in the survey was supporting the High Street which NCCC contributed to by buying 64 High Street.  There were no surprises in the survey and many of the concerns raised are already known.      
Cllr Price said that Ryde Town Council create possible schemes and have consultation on those specific schemes.  He suggested NCCC choose four issues and consult specifically on those.   The Chair added that Ryde Town Council have moved away from large surveys. 
Cllr Lowthion said the survey highlighted that residents would prefer to be kept informed via email and a ‘sign-up to be kept informed’ function should be explored for our website.
There were concerns around reaching people who do not have English as a first language, people who struggle to read or are not online to get their opinions.

For next steps, the Chair suggested having councillors who lead on each of the community priority subjects.  The Clerk said he would be putting a paper forward in May which would give councillors dedicated areas of responsibility.  Cllr Lowthion would like to lead on environment & sustainability and young people as areas.  Cllr Price would like to lead on parking.  
The Chair said the purpose of the survey was to inform the Strategic Plan and direction of travel rather than the budget. 

There is a need for a positive press release thanking those who responded and highlighting what NCCC already do in alignment with the survey results.  


	664.
	PADEL / PADDLEBALL
The Chair and Cllr Lowthion attended an online meeting with Padel Project UK.  Padel, also known as Paddleball is a popular sport in Europe and there are currently no courts on the island.  The Padel Project is looking for a location to install 2 or 3 courts which they would run and maintain, paying an annual rental charge.  To enable further discussions, it would be necessary to declare an Expression of Interest.
Cllr Jones-Evans expressed concerns around parking, the short term use and that the tennis courts that were once on Vectis Field were free for all whereas people would need to pay to use the Padel courts.  Cllr Jones-Evans said that Ryde Tennis Club have applied for planning permission for indoor courts and expressed the need for a proper vision and long-term appeal for Vectis Field and Victoria Recreation Ground.    

The Clerk said there is an appetite for courts in the centre of the island.  There would be no commitment required from NCCC as Padel Project UK would facilitate installation, maintenance, advertising and handle bookings.

Cllr Jones-Evans left the meeting at 19.15hrs.

RESOLVED:

THAT, an Expression of Interest is given to the Padel Project UK to enable further discussions to take place.


	665.
	64 HIGH ST
Cllr Price suggested two shoplets are combined to become similar to the Isle of Wight County Press shop which sold tickets and books.  Cllr Lowthion said people have found other ways to buy tickets and it could have a better use in line with the Strategic Plan.

The Chair suggested students could use the space for pop up shops as she was aware of students making and selling products as part of their course.  Cllr Lowthion said this happens but it is at events and requires adult supervision which means the school would then have a reduced staff.

Cllr Martin suggested a tourist information office.  There is currently one only one morning a week in the Guildhall. IWC reduced the service as they did not have the funding to continue.

Cllr Ballington asked if English Heritage or the National Trust might be interested in using the space as a central location.

Cllr Lowthion said the space should be used for services NCCC provide rather than giving space to other organisations.  
The Clerk suggested members think of the building as a blank canvas.  If the building was to be repurposed in May 2026 for example it would give time to explore options and obtain costings.  The Clerk recently spoke to Network Ryde who said they would be interested in expanding youth provision to Newport.

Cllr Price left at 19.33hrs.



	666
	POST OFFICE LANE TOILETS 

The Committee were asked to consider a recommendation to Full Council reducing the current price of 40p to use the toilets at Post Office Lane.  This was due to reduced income at the site.
The Chair reported that usage of the toilets has reduced.  Possible reasons were discussed including the availability of other facilities including the opening of more cafes which will have toilets inside.  Cllr Lowthion said it’s not possible to create more demand in usage.
It was felt it would be difficult to raise the price again afterwards if necessary and that cost was not generally a reason for people not using them.  If the cost is reduced, the burden on NCCC is higher to break even.
RESOLVED:

THAT, a recommendation is not given to Full Council to reduce the price of Post Office Lane toilets from 40p.



	667.
	NEXT AGENDA ITEMS & MEMBER’S QUESTIONS 

· Exploring repurposing 64 High St as primarily a youth offering 


	668.
	NEXT MEETING DATE 
Tues 18th February 2025, 64 High Street, Newport, 6.30pm
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